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TAGS: SHUM, SREF, PINT, PINS, MI, ZA, MZ 

SUBJ: ALLEGED PERSECUTION OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 

1. YESTERDAY JOHN NGIWIRI RAISED ABOVE SUBJECT WITH ME 
AND REPERRED TO MY MENTION OP SAMETO PERMANENT SECY OP 
EXTAPP KACHINGWE. HE SAID, "OP COURSE YOU KNOW 
THESE STORIES ARE UNTRUE." I SAID THAT I ASSUMED THIS BUT 
THAT ALL I KNOW IS THAT THE DENOMINATION IS ILLEGAL IN 
MALAWI AND ASKED HIM IP HE COULD TELL ME WHAT IS BEING DONE 
BY THE GOM WITH REGARD TO JW’S. NGWIRI THEN REVIEWED THE BACK- 
GROUND LEADING TO THE CURRENT SITUATION STRESSING PRIMARILY 
THE SUPREMACY OP THE MALAWI CONGRESS PARTY AS THE HIGHEST 
AUTHORITY IN MALAWI PROM WHICH THE GOVERNMENT TSELF DEPENDS; 
THAT DEFIANCE OP PARTY CANNOT BE PERMITTED AND SUCH PERSISTENT 
DEPIANCE BY JW'S HAS RESULTED IN THEIR ARREST AND IMPRISONMENT. 

2. 1 TRIED TO IMPRESS UPON HIM THE NATURE OP THE WORLD- 
WIDE CAMPAIGN RE ALLEGED ATROCITIES AND PROBABLE DAMAGE TO 
MALAWI'S INTERNATIONAL IMAGE UNLESS GOM MAKES PORTHRIGHT 
RESPONSE. SUGGESTED PUBLIC STATEMENT OR RELEASE ALONG LINES 
OP STATEMENT HE HAD MADE TO ME WOULD BE HELPPUL. (HOPEFULLY 
IT WOULD INCLUDE CATEGORIC DENIAL OP THE REPORTED ATROCITIES AL- 
THOUGH HE DID NOT MAKE SUCH A DENIAL TO ME.) HE INDICATED HE WOULD 
CONSIDER THIS POSSIBILITY. 
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3. COMMENT: WE HAD STIT T, RECEIVED NO COENFIRMATION OE 
ATROCITY STORIES DESPITE CONSTANT DISCREET CHECKING. OUR 
BEST GUESS IS THAT IE THESE THINGS HAPPENED IT WAS IN LATE 
AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER; THAT NOW THE GOVERNMENT IS IN TIGHT 
CONTROL OE SITUATION AND ACTION AGAINST WITNESSES CONSISTS 
OE ARREST, TRIAL, AND IMPRISONMENT EOR THOSE ADMITTING 
MEMBERSHIP. 

4. IP GOM MAKES ANY STATEMENTSIN ANSWER TO CHARGES IT 
WILL, OP COURSE, BE PRES BANDA'S DECISION, BUT NGWIRI 
WILL, I THINK, RAISE POSSIBILITY WITH HIM. NGWIRI DID NOT 

SEEM TO BE AWARE THAT AMBASSADOR MUWAMBA HAD ISSUED A STATEMENT, 
BUT IT CLEAR TO ME THAT NOT ALL FOREIGN AFPAIRS MATTERS GO 
THROUGH HIM, THAT SECY KACHIMGWE ALSO HAS DIRECT ACCESS 
TO PRES BANDA. 

STEVENSON 
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